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NUREEYAH YUSOH: THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF SHEIKHUL ISLAM
REGARDING THE ADMINISTRATION OF ISLAMIC

ORGANIZATIONS ACT B.E. 2540, 87 pp.

ABSTRACT

Shiekhul Islam is the highest leading position in ranks when it comes to
the administration of Islamic affairs in Thailand. The roles and responsibilities also
include being a consultant for all the country’s Islamic affairs. The position serves as
the president of Islamic religion with an active role in social, politic and religious
aspects. Therefore, Shiekhul Islam is the position that technically belongs to the one
with a thorough knowledge of the religion, and the one trusted by the Muslims in
Thailand.

Thailand has 4 main regulations on Islam which are (1) the Royal Decree
on Patronage on Islam B.E 2488 (1945), (2) Act on Mosque B.E. 2490 (1947), (3) Royal
Decree on Patronage on Islam (No. 2) B.E. 2491 (1948) and (4) Act on the Administration
of Islam Religious Organization B.E. 2540 (1997).

Act on the Administration of Islam Religious Organization B.E. 2540 (1997)
has entitled the Shiekhul Islam’s position holder with 4 roles and responsibilities.
These include (1) providing consultation as well as opinion on the matters related to
Istamic religion to the government agencies, (2) making an appointment of a committee
of qualified people to provide consultation on the matters related to Islamic religious
prescriptions; (3) making an announcement on the result of moon sighting to designate
the religious holiday; and (4) making an announcement of any decision related to the
Islamic religious prescriptions.

The studies have shown that Shiekhul Islam under the Act on the
Administration of Islam Religious Organization B.E. 2540 (1997) has an active role in 3
dimensions which are in (1) society, (2) culture, and (3) politics. However, the political
aspect has usually been criticized in terms of the position holder’s neutrality as well
as relevant actions taken since these can be out of the character when considering

what has been stated in the Act itself.
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